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The Circuit Rider Published April 3, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Now Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

John 14:23-29
New International Version (NIV)
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey 
my teaching. My Father will love them, and we 
will come to them and make our home with them. 
24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my 
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; 
they belong to the Father who sent me.
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going 
to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will 
believe.
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• April 11, 2013 (Thursday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at the Tupelo District 
Rally at 6:00 p.m. Tupelo First United Methodist 
Church in Tupelo, Mississippi will facilitate the event.

• April 14, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker at the 190th Church Anniversary of Philadelphia First United Methodist 
Church in Philadelphia, Mississippi. The celebration will begin at 10:00 a.m.

Free Webinar: The Pastor’s Moving
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

For the first time, the leadership of the Mississippi An-
nual  Conference of The United Methodist Church is 
sending daily reminders for prayers via email during the 
first week of April as they fully engage the process to ap-
point new clergy to area churches.  This time of transi-
tion has been called one of the most difficult periods of 
United Methodist ministry, as congregations prepare to say goodbye to pastors and welcome their successors.

The director of ministerial services for the Mississippi Annual Conference, Rev. Jimmy Carr, agrees the procedure can be emo-
tional but it is a time to celebrate the ministry of those coming and going.  For this reason, The United Methodist Church General 
Board of Discipleship is offering a free webinar to assist local congregations 
on the topic:  “The Pastor’s Moving.”  On April 11, 6:30 p.m., (CDT) those 
participating in this one hour online course will learn practical steps for saying 
farewell and greeting new pastors, plus receive clarification about the role that 
the pastor, district superintendent, bishop and the congregation have in this 
process.

Carr is urging local church leaders, like a member of the Pastor/Parish Relations 
Committee (PPRC) to register for the course.  Part of the committee’s responsi-
bility is to make certain pastors and their families have a meaningful closure and 
start at the local church.

“The webinar is the perfect opportunity for those who will be receiving new 
leaders and leaving ministries to learn new ideas and best practices. Churches should be open to new ideas and should not be-
come complacent with what has been done in past experiences,” said Carr.

Jackson resident, Cheryl Haynes who is a member of Middlebrook United Methodist Church was once the chair of the church’s 
PPRC. She also held the position at Aldersgate United Methodist Church where she used to attend.  Between the two churches she 
said she has helped in the transition of five pastors over nine years.  “I think the webinar will be a great tool in aiding churches’ 
transition between pastors. It appears that everything will be there to support the churches,” said Haynes who added that she 
would have welcomed the opportunity to participate in the webinar if it were available during her time of service.

To register and for more information about the free webinar, visit http://www.gbod.org/ and go to the “Upcoming Events” box 
and click on the link entitled “The Pastor’s Moving - the SPRC Role - Apr 11 or contact Betsey Heavner at bheavner@gbod.org or 
call 615-340-7295.   
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Windy City Trip for MS UM Clergy 
By Jasmine Haynes, Web and Social Media Specialist
Four members of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference finance 
and administrative office and the Pension Board chairperson recently at-
tended the Association of United Methodist Conference Pension Benefits 
Officer’s Meeting in Chicago to stay informed on the latest trainings and 
best practices.

According to Mississippi United Methodist Conference treasurer, David 
Stotts, “The session was very helpful because it adds to our knowledge of 
the plans and we are able to make sure we’re doing a good job administer-
ing and educating our participants so that they can make informed deci-
sions about their pension plans.”

The Association of Conference Benefits Officer’s Meeting also discussed an 
opportunity for clergy and employees participating in the conference pen-
sion plans to call financial advisory company, Ernst & Young for assistance 
with financial, investment and retirement planning free of charge.

The General Board of Pension is launching an initiative to increase young 
clergy’s engagement in retirement planning. “The initiative aims to discov-
er how we can get young clergy to be involved earlier in their career so that they don’t wait until the last few years of their active 
ministry to start investing,” said Stotts.

The Conference Board of Pension will reveal the details of the young clergy initiative later this year.

With the coming implementation of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference’s retirement benefit plans for their full-time 
and less than full-time clergy, attending the meeting also allowed Stotts to listen to what other conferences are doing to best edu-
cate clergy and employees of useful tools and options made available to them through their retirement benefit plans.

In Mississippi, there are over 800 active and retired clergy participating in the Mississippi Annual Conference health plan and 658 
active clergy enrolled in the conference pension plan.   

Calling All Mississippi Youth!
What is NEXUS? It’s all about Connections! During the 2013 MS Annual Conference, on Saturday, June 8, there will be a special 
time for the youth of Mississippi to join for a HUGE day of connecting, sharing, and worshiping together! The Methodist Chil-
dren’s Homes will join the activities that day as well.  Between 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., all youth will meet outside the conference 
meeting room to assemble for a prayer over the adult delegates.  Following the prayer, the youth will convene upstairs for games, 
lunch, and music by LP (Like Paul), a Christian rapper. After more games and fun, youth can enjoy another concert by Stereo 
Radio, an upcoming Christian band that has toured world-wide.

Event organizer Diane Lemmon said she is excited about the upcoming NEXUS event. “The youth are good at making connec-
tions in their everyday life and they wanted to emphasize that as we come together for this event. I have seen the youth of this 
conference do wonderful things, and hope this exciting day will be a time to renew and establish even more of the connections so 
important for us,” she said.

For many of the young people this will be their first time meeting Mike Howington, the new coordinator of youth and family 
ministries for the MS Annual Conference.    

“I am looking forward to having a great time meeting the parents and certainly the awesome youth of our Mississippi Annual 
Conference” said Howington who calls his new position his dream job.

Once again, youth are encouraged to mark their calendars to attend Youth Day at Annual Conference June 8, 2013 at the Jackson 
Convention Center in downtown Jackson.  Follow The Circuit Rider for more details.

(Seated left to right) Barbara G. Boigegrain, 
General Secretary of General Board of Pension 
(GBOP); Jeanne Featherstone, Actuary of the 
(GBOP); Rev. Tim Prather, chair of the MS Con-
ference Board of Pension; (standing left to right) 
David Stotts, Sarah Hillman, Byrd Hillman and 
Larry Davis —all from the MS Conference.
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First UMC Greenville  
Hosts Lunches 
For 26 years, First UMC Greenville has hosted lunches 
every Wednesday during Lent. These lunches were 
open to all in the Greenville and surrounding area. It 
was a wonderful outreach program from the church to 
the entire community.

Each week, there was a leader, a soloist and a meditation minister from different local churches. Food was prepared each week by 
a different local church. Many of members worked tirelessly every week during Lent to make the lunches a successful First UMC 
program. It brought friends, neighbors and fellow Christians together for a very meaningful worship service.

This year, there were seven Lenten lunches, serving about 175 people per week, who represented up to 43 different churches. First 
UMC is proud to continue this great tradition of Christian fellowship.

Serving Pancakes 
The Mississippi University for Women Wesley Foundation  hosted their annual 
Pancake Breakfast on March 23. MUW Wesley Foundation students enjoyed prepar-
ing and serving the many Wesley supporters who came out and enjoyed a pancake 
breakfast!

Easter Egg Hunt
On Saturday, March 23, St. James UMC 
and Columbus First  UMC co-hosted a neighborhood Easter egg hunt and activity 
day at St. James UMC in Columbus. Activities included inflatable jumpers, a cookout 
and meal, Mother Goose story time, face painting and other craft and art activities. 
The two churches combined to provide all of the activities. 

Decatur UMC New Parsonage  
On Palm Sunday, Decatur United Methodist Church  consecrated its newly completed parsonage. Participating in the service 
was current pastor, Rev. Bruce Taylor; District 
Superintendent and former  

 Decatur pastor, Rev. Billy Owen; Camp Wesley 
Pines Director and former pastor, Rev. Johnny 
Crosby; and Parsonage Building Committee 
Co-Chair, Alice Pouncey. The photo to the left 
shows a glimpse of the beautiful new kitchen, 
where hostesses served cake, nuts and punch at 
the open house.  

Free Marriage Counseling 
Mt. Salem United Methodist Church is hosting their 
first Free Marriage Conference April 12-13, 2013.  The 
theme is “How to Strengthen the Foundation of Your 
Marriage.” The conference will take place at 11151 
Springridge Road in Terry, Mississippi.  It will begin at 
7:00 p.m. on Friday and end at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday.  
For more details call 601-421-0842.



Spring Revival Set For Wesley
 Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church in Hickory will host revival services April 8-10 beginning at 7:00 p.m. each evening. 
The guest preacher will be Rev. Eddie Lee Jones, from Griffin UMC in Starkville. Rev. Jimmy Jones is the host pastor.

New St. Matthew Spaghetti Fundraiser
 New St. Matthew UMC will have a fundraiser on Saturday, April 27, beginning at 10:00 a.m. Spaghetti plates will be available for 
dine-in or carry-out with a donation of $7 each. The church is located at 9238 Cooks Road in Bailey, Mississippi.

For more information contact the pastor, Rev. Charlotte Malone at 601-693-1817.

Register Online Now to Attend Annual Conference
Online registration is now available for the 2013 Power of WE: Mississippi Annual Conference. Clergy and laity can visit www.
mississippi-umc.org and click on The Power of WE link for registration and updates.

Also, volunteers are needed for the conference sessions: ushers, greeters, hosts/hostesses and persons to assist with a baptism ser-
vice to be held during the Annual Conference, June 6-9, 2013 at the Jackson Convention Complex.

For more information, or to volunteer, contact Brenda McGloster at 601-345-8541 or email brenda@mississippiumc.org.

Apply Now for Annual Conference Awards
The office of Connectional Ministries seeks to recognize churches, groups and individuals in the Mississippi United Methodist 
Conference that are redefining what it means to be light in a dying world. Feel free to nominate those who are shining brightly in 
the below mentioned categories:

Denman Evangelism Awards                                               
The Harry Denman Evangelism Awards honor people whose lives exemplify the teaching of Christ and the Great Commission. 
The conference will recognize one youth, one lay person and one clergy person each year. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.
org/pages/detail/1356 to obtain applications. 

Emma K. Elzy Award
The Emma K. Elzy Award encourages reconciliation by honoring an individual, group or institution that has shown outstanding 
achievement in race relations in the state of Mississippi. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1356 to obtain the 
application.     

Nominations for the above mentioned awards are due April 29, 2013 and should be mailed to The Mississippi Conference Of-
fice; Attn: Connectional Ministry; 320-C Briarwood Drive; Jackson, MS 39206.  

Tobias Gibson Award
The Commission on Archives & History is now accepting nominations for its annual Tobias Gibson Award.  The recipient of this 
award will have made significant contributions to the preservation of the history of Methodism in the Mississippi Conference 
within the last year. Nominees must be a living person and able to be present at 2013 Annual Conference to receive the award.  
Submissions for nominees are due by April 8, 2013. For an application and more information, call Debra McIntosh at the J.B. 
Cain Archives at 601-974-1077.

Healthy Church Award 
The beneficiary of the Healthy Church Award will have promoted health ministries, activities and programs in and with the 
congregations of the Annual Conference.  The application deadline is May 15, 2012. Please mail complete applications to The 
Mississippi Conference Office; Attn: Connectional Ministry; 320 C Briarwood Drive; Jackson, MS 39206. Go to http://www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1356 to obtain the application.  

The awards will be presented at the 2013 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.
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Silent Auction Open to Benefit Missions
United Methodist churches in the MS Annual Conference are being asked to donate one 
item valued at $25 or more for the Missions Marketplace Annual Conference Auction. All 
proceeds will go towards the mission and ministry organizations located in the eleven dis-
tricts of the Mississippi Annual Conference. This first event under this initiative will be held 
online in the weeks leading up to Annual Conference. It will culminate at Annual Confer-
ence with items being displayed at the conference.To bid on the pottery, go to https://www.
biddingforgood.com/auction/item/Item.action?id=192547774. The bidding will close 
Saturday night on June 8.

To submit auction items or for questions, churches should contact their district mission 
secretary through the district office. 

Continuing Education Opportunity Sponsored by Tupelo District
Earn a half credit CEU through the Center of Ministry by attending “Developing a Prayer Ministry for Your Church: Experienc-
ing Listening Prayer.” The seminar is from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 5, 2013.

Teaching will include supporting worship in prayer, encouraging people to pray for others and learning to listen to God in prayer. 
Rev. Timothy Jones, Pastor of St. Luke UMC in Louisville, Kentucky and Adjunct Professor from Indiana Wesleyan University will 
be the instructor. Jones has taught over 200 on site and online courses. He has been an instructor in Listening Prayer at the United 
Methodist Seminary in Russia. Jones has an undergraduate degree in speech and theater from Florida Southern University and a 
master’s degree of divinity from Candler School of Theology.

A donation of at least $20 is encouraged. Lunch is included and all are welcome to attend. It could be life-changing! This work-
shop will be hosted by Cornerstone United Methodist Church at 1601 President Avenue in Tupelo, Mississippi. For more infor-
mation call 662-844-4500.

The seminar will be followed by a community prayer event on Friday, April 5, at 7:00 p.m. with Rev. Tim Jones; Beth Lewis from 
Asbury Seminary; Jeff Rogers, Founder of House of Prayer in Louisville, Kentucky and worship leader, Julie Fouch.  

Millsaps Chamber Singers Now Scheduling Tour Dates
Directed by Dr. Timothy Coker, the Millsaps Chamber Singers Concert tour schedule for the next school year is being planned for 
September, 2013 through April, 2014. If a church would like to host the group, please contact Millsaps Music Department at 601-
974-1422 or email bassc@milsaps.edu for more information.

Chicken Sopa 
1 medium onion, chopped fine
3 tablespoons butter
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 cup chicken broth
1 can chopped green chile
1 chicken cooked and de-boned
1 dozen tortilla chips
1 pound longhorn cheese, grated
Saute onions in butter, add soup, broth, chilies and chicken. Mix well. In large baking dish place a layer or half of tortillas. 
Pour one half of mixture over this, and then make another layer of chips and rest of mixture. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 
minutes.

 – By Beth Crawford in “Taste & See” published by the United Methodist Women of Jackson Epworth UMC
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Bid now on beautiful Prayer 
Pottery. 



Employment Opportunities
• Part-time Organist  Long Beach First United Methodist Church seeks a part-time organist. The postion requires play-
ing at two Sunday-morning services each week, occasional Wednesday evening rehearsals. Easter & Christmas services also 
required. Traditional service, salary negotiable.

Send resumes only to: Long Beach First United Methodist Church, 208 Pine Street, Long Beach, MS 39560 or email to: 
fumclb@cableone.net.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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